
        

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
PREPARING KIDS FOR SCHOOL SUCCESS 
THE NEED 

Among the more than 12 million children living in poverty in America, half are not ready for school by 
age 5. They are more likely to start school with limited language skills, health problems and social-
emotional problems that interfere with learning. 

Research shows that the transition from early childhood care or home to kindergarten is a significant 
milestone in the lives of young children, their families and their teachers. When that transition is well 
planned, children have fewer adjustment problems and more continuous developmental progress. 

To give children living in poverty the best opportunity to succeed in school and life, they must first have 
the chance to acclimate to the elementary school setting. 

AN INNOVATIVE SOLUTION 
Save the Children has worked in the United States since 1932 with a strong focus on education. We 
established our signature KinderBoost Camp® (KinderBoost) program in 2015 to help ensure the 
transition to kindergarten is a smooth and successful one for America’s kids. The two-week, 10-day 
school readiness program is designed to provide children and families opportunities to become familiar 
with their new school environment, meet school staff, make new friends and engage in early learning 
activities. Watch a video about the program here.  

 
KinderBoost works in partnership with communities, fostering authentic connections between school 
and family. It also provides high-quality training for kindergarten and pre-K teachers to help implement 
the program. 

 
Program highlights include: 

• Daily skill-based learning centers, boosting readiness in math, literacy, fine motor skills and more 
• A kindergarten readiness workshop for families 
• An in-school field trip 
• A family literacy event and graduation celebration 
• Resources for families, including transition-related children’s books, school supplies, a backpack 

and learning games 

KINDERBOOST 
CAMP

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h4MExSN2PU


 

 

OUR RESULTS FOR CHILDREN 
Save the Children’s early childhood education programs have produced stellar results for children. Our 
KinderBoost evaluations for the summer of 2024 show:  

• 1,041 children participated in KinderBoost at 64 locations in six states: Arkansas, California, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee and Texas.  

• 93 percent of families surveyed reported their child’s transition to kindergarten would be better 
because of KinderBoost.  

• 96 percent of families surveyed reported they were satisfied with the KinderBoost program.  
• 99 percent of families surveyed learned new information from the KinderBoost program.  
• 95 percent of families surveyed would recommend the KinderBoost program to a friend or 

relative. 
• 97 percent of teachers who implemented KinderBoost reported that the program was effective 

in supporting a successful kindergarten transition for participating children. 
 
 

 


	preparing kids for school success
	an innovative solution
	our results for children

